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saloons and dives of the lowest type, and the
men who, under different circumstances, might
well have been taking their relaxation in the
canteen, have been taking it in these lowest
places. Would it not be contrary to human
nature if they were to do otherwise ?

It is said that there are army officers who
do not favor beer in the canteen, but it has
never yet been my fortune to talk with one who
did not believe that the canteen of the old type
was a benefit to the soldier and to the army.
A general of the United States army, whose
judgment on most matters has been highly
prized by our government, a man of great
executive ability, put the matter in some such
way as this: "I think the judgment of the army
officers ought to be taken on a matter of that
kind. Many people think that we are prejudiced
in favor of the old canteen because we our-
selves drink. Now I do drink wine now and
then, though I do not get drunk; but what the
people who are opposed to us fail to realize is
the profound interest that I and every military
officer must have in this question of the army
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